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COMM 689 (Special Topics): Global Media & Social Change 

Fall 2014 

 

CLASS MEETINGS 

 

006 Bolton Hall 

Thursdays from 6 to 9 PM 

 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

 

Dr. Srividya “Srivi” Ramasubramanian, Ph.D. 

Website: http://communication.tamu.edu/html/bio--srivi.html 

Office: 202D Bolton Hall 

Office hours: Thurs 1:30-2:30 PM 

Email: srivi@tamu.edu 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This is a special topics course that examines the key theories and concepts relating to the 

role of global media in social change. At the individual level, it will examine the pro-

social effects of global media such as positive news, meaningful movies, and health 

campaigns.  At the community level, it will discuss topics such as diffusion of 

innovation, participatory communication, citizen’s journalism, and digital resistance. At 

the global level, it will provide a critical perspective on transnational media industries 

and global social movements by exploring notions of power, ideology, hybridity and 

homogenization using theories such as cultural imperialism, network model, and 

reception theory. Case studies that exemplify how marginalized voices from feminist, 

indigenous, and youth cultural perspectives can be amplified effectively in global 

contexts will be analyzed. The course will draw on literature from engaged scholarship, 

positive media psychology, globalization studies, critical cultural studies, health 

communication, organizational communication, and transnational feminism.  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

At the end of this course, students will be able to: 

 

- Compare and contrast the key theories from the individual, community, and 

global contexts relating to media for social good  

- Reflect critically on transnational information industries and how they shape 

global media policies and agendas 

- Be familiar with best practices and effective strategies of real-world cases where 

media has been used as a positive tool for social change. 
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- Theoretically and methodologically critique contemporary scholarship on global 

media and social change 

- Articulate the complex technological, economic, and political factors that 

influence media globalization 

- Hone critical reading, writing and thinking skills by becoming familiar with the 

classic texts and contemporary scholarship on global media and social change. 

- Design and organize a symposium on engaged scholarship, transformative 

media and social good 

  

READING MATERIALS 

 

There is no formal textbook for this course. Instead, we will be reading several book 

chapters and journal articles. All articles/book chapters will be made available on our 

course website on e-campus as pdfs.  

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Grading scale will be A= 90-100, B =80-89, C = 70-79, D= 60-69, F=below 60. 

 

Your grade in this course will be based on the following components: 

  

Reaction papers (10% each for 3 papers)   - 30% 

Final paper (midterm 10%+ presentation 5% + final 15%) - 30% 

Class leadership      - 15% 

Media and social good symposium    - 15% 

Participation and attendance     - 10% 

 

Reaction Papers (30%): For every unit, you should submit a 4-5 page double-spaced 

typed reaction paper. Apart from any personal connections with readings, reactions can 

include (but are not restricted to): 

 methodological critiques of the readings of that unit, 

 theoretical critiques of the readings of that unit, 

 comparisons across readings from within the unit,  

 comparisons across readings from previous units,  

 

Be sure to include your reactions to as many readings as possible from the given unit in 

your reaction papers. Do not focus narrowly on one week or a couple articles. Reaction 

papers are due at the beginning of class. All written assignments should be handed to 

the instructor in person during class hours within the allocated time period. 

Assignments will not be accepted via e-mailed or outside of the class period unless the 

instructor specifically instructs you to do so (examples:  please don’t slip them under my 

office door or put them in my mailbox).  
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Final Paper on a Community-oriented Media Initiative (30%): The final paper will 

analyze the best practices and effective strategies of exemplary, high-quality, impactful 

community-centered media initiatives focusing on social good. The paper should apply 

the theories and concepts taught in this course (such as global media, cultural 

citizenship, entertainment-education etc.) to a real-world global media campaign. The 

mid-term assignment should cover the situational analyses and methods. The final 

paper should include conceptual framework, data analysis, and discussion. The 

expected page length is about 8-10 pages typed double-spaced pages. The paper grade 

of 30% is further divided into: Midterm assignment: 10%, presentation: 5% and final 

paper: 15%. 

 

Class Leadership (15%):  Each student will lead class discussions once during the 

semester. Whereas the first part of class will be devoted to the class leader introducing 

that week’s readings, more in-depth discussions and debates will be led by the 

instructor in the second part of class.  The presenter should include all readings from 

that week (required and additional ones). Presentations should provide an overview of the 

topic, summarize the key points from the readings, provide relevant media examples to 

illustrate your theory, and include methodological/theoretical critiques of the readings. 

Presenters should also try to bring in fresh insights beyond those provided by the 

readings.  

 

Media and Social Good Symposium (15%):  Given that the emphasis of this class is on 

engaged scholarship, we will apply this idea to connect with the community during the 

course. As a class you will be given a small grant fund to plan and participate in 

designing a symposium on media and social good. What outcomes do you want from 

the symposium? How should you design the symposium so that the outcomes are 

achieved? Whom should we invite to be part of the conversation? How can we be 

inclusive and create an environment where participation and dialogue are encouraged? 

Based on the principles and concepts used in class, you are encouraged to select 

thought-leaders and influential thinkers doing cutting-edge work on media for social 

good from the local community and elsewhere in Texas. You will gain first-hand 

experience in organizing events that bring together diverse individuals and 

organizations from a variety of backgrounds: media industry, NGOs, education, and 

government. This component of the course will be based on peer-evaluations and the 

instructor’s subjective assessment of your contributions and involvement in designing 

the symposium. 

 

Participation and Attendance (10%):  A subjective assessment would be made by the 

instructor about your attendance, attention in class, quality of ideas that you express in 

class, and responsiveness to thoughts expressed by others in class. This goes beyond 

simply demonstrating that you have read the assigned materials. Respectful, thoughtful, 

well-informed classroom comments will lead to better scores.  
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COURSE CALENDAR 

 

UNIT ONE 

 

Week 1:  Sept 4 - Engaged Scholarship and Transformative media 

 

Required readings 

 

1. Braxton, J.M. & Luckey, W. (2010) Ernest Boyer and the Scholarship of 

Engagement. In: Fitzgerald, H. E., Burack, C., & Seifer, S. D. (Eds.). Handbook 

of Engaged Scholarship: Contemporary Landscapes, Future Directions: Volume 

1. Michigan State University Press. 

 

2. Ward, K & Moore, T.L. (2010). Defining the “Engagement” in the Scholarship of 

Engagement. In: Fitzgerald, H. E., Burack, C., & Seifer, S. D. (Eds.). Handbook 

of Engaged Scholarship: Contemporary Landscapes, Future Directions: Volume 

1. Michigan State University Press. 

 

3. Fretz, E. J. & Longo, N.V. (2010). Students Co-creating an Engaged Academy. 

In: Fitzgerald, H. E., Burack, C., & Seifer, S. D. (Eds.). Handbook of Engaged 

Scholarship: Contemporary Landscapes, Future Directions: Volume 1. Michigan 

State University Press. 

 

Additional readings 

 

4. Fitzgerald, H.E., Allen, A., & Roberts, P. (2010). Campus-Community 

Partnerships: Perspectives on Engaged Research. In: Fitzgerald, H. E., Burack, C., 

& Seifer, S. D. (Eds.). Handbook of Engaged Scholarship: Contemporary 

Landscapes, Future Directions: Volume 2. Michigan State University Press. 

 

5. Fear, F.A. (2010). Coming to Engagement: Critical Reflection and 

Transformation. Campus-Community Partnerships: Perspectives on Engaged 

Research. In: Fitzgerald, H. E., Burack, C., & Seifer, S. D. (Eds.). Handbook of 

Engaged Scholarship: Contemporary Landscapes, Future Directions: Volume 21. 

Michigan State University Press. 

 

Week 2:  Sept 11 – Social Good and Social Impact 

 

Required readings 

  

1. Harter, L. M., Dutta, M. J., & Cole, C. (2009). Intro. Communicating for social 

impact: Engaging communication theory, research, and pedagogy. Hampton 

Press.  
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2. Chambers, T. & Gopaul, B. (2010). Toward a Social Justice-Centered Engaged 

Scholarship: A Public and a Private Good. In: Fitzgerald, H. E., Burack, C., & 

Seifer, S. D. (Eds.). Handbook of Engaged Scholarship: Contemporary 

Landscapes, Future Directions: Volume 1. Michigan State University Press. 

 

3. Ramasubramanian, S. (Under review). Racial/Ethnic Identity, Community-

Oriented Media Initiatives, and Transmedia Storytelling. 

 

Additional readings 

 

4. Jovanovic, S., Steger, C., Symonds, S., & Nelson, D. (2007). Promoting 

deliberative democracy through dialogue: communication contributions to 

grassroots movement for truth, justice, and reconciliation. Communication 

activism, 1, 67-108. 

 

5. Bresciani, S., & Schmeil, A. (2012). Social media platforms for social good. 

In Digital Ecosystems Technologies (DEST), 2012 6th IEEE International 

Conference on (pp. 1-6). IEEE. Breschiani & Schmeil, 2013 

 

Week 3:  Sept 18 – Appreciative Inquiry, Case Studies, and Liberating Structures 

 

REACTION PAPER 2 IS DUE 

 

Required readings 

 

1. Cooperrider, D., & Whitney, D. D. (2005). Appreciative inquiry: A positive 

revolution in change. Berrett-Koehler Publishers.  

 

2. Hyett, N., Kenny, A., & Virginia Dickson-Swift, D. (2014). Methodology or 

method? A critical review of qualitative case study reports. International journal 

of qualitative studies on health and well-being, 9.  

 

3. Kimball, L. (2012). Liberating Structures: A new pattern language for 

engagement. Systems Thinker, 23(1).  

 

Additional readings 

 

4. McNall, M. et. al (2010). Mixed Methods in Collaborative Inquiry. In: Fitzgerald, 

H. E., Burack, C., & Seifer, S. D. (Eds.). Handbook of Engaged Scholarship: 

Contemporary Landscapes, Future Directions: Volume 1. Michigan State 

University Press. 
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5. Foster-Fishman, P. & Watson E. R. (2010). Action Research as Systems Change. 

In: Fitzgerald, H. E., Burack, C., & Seifer, S. D. (Eds.). Handbook of Engaged 

Scholarship: Contemporary Landscapes, Future Directions: Volume 1. Michigan 

State University Press. 

UNIT TWO 

 

Week 4:  Sept 25  

Work day for mid-term paper 

 

Week 5: Oct 2 - Positive Psychology and Prosocial Media 

 

MIDTERM PAPER IS DUE 

 

Required readings 

 

1. Oliver, M.B, & Bartsch, A. (2011). Appreciation of entertainment: The 

importance of meaningfulness via virtue and wisdom. Journal of Media 

Psychology, 23(1), 29-33.  

 

2. Janicke, S. & Ramasubramanian, S. (Under review). Transcendence, Spiritual 

Beliefs, and Media Enjoyment. 

 

3. Greitemeyer, T. (2011). Effects of Prosocial Media on Social Behavior When and 

Why Does Media Exposure Affect Helping and Aggression?. Current Directions 

in Psychological Science, 20(4), 251-255. 

 

Additional readings 

 

4. Seligman, M. E., & Csikszentmihalyi, M. (2000). Positive psychology: An 

introduction (Vol. 55, No. 1, p. 5). American Psychological Association.  

 

5. Albert, R. D. (2009).  What Communication Scholars and Practitioners Can 

Contribute to the Prevention and Resolution of Ethnic Conflict Worldwide. In: 

Harter, L. M., Dutta, M. J., & Cole, C. Communicating for social impact: 

Engaging communication theory, research, and pedagogy. Hampton Press.  

 

Week 6:  Oct 9 – Participatory Communication and Entertainment-Education 

 

Required readings 

 

1. Morris, N. (2003). A comparative analysis of the diffusion and participatory 

models in development communication. Communication Theory, 13(2), 225-248.  
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2. Servaes, J., & Malikhao, P. (2005). Participatory communication: The new 

paradigm. Media & global change. Rethinking communication for development, 

91-103.  

 

3. Jacoby et.al (2013). Entertainment education saves lives and improves health. In: 

Kim, Singhal & Kreps (Eds.). Health Communication: Strategies for Developing 

Global Health Programs. 

 

Additional readings 

 

4. Lauckner, C. & Whitten, P. (2013). A primer for using mobile apps and social 

media in healthcare. In: Kim, Singhal & Kreps (Eds.). Health Communication: 

Strategies for Developing Global Health Programs. 

 

5. Cole et. al (2009). Documentary Film for Social Good. In: Harter, L. M., Dutta, 

M. J., & Cole, C. Communicating for social impact: Engaging communication 

theory, research, and pedagogy. Hampton Press.  

Week 7: Oct 16 – Globalization and Cultural Citizenship 

 

REACTION PAPER 2 IS DUE 

 

Required readings 

 

1. Crane, D. (2002). Culture and globalization: Theoretical models and emerging 

trends. In Global culture: Media, arts, policy, and globalization, Eds. Diana Crane, 

Nobuko Kawashima, & Ken’ichi Kawasaki, pp.1-28. Routledge: New York. 

 

2. Thussu, D. K. (2007). Mapping global media flow and contra-flow [chapter 1; pp. 

11- 32]. Media on the move: global flow and contra-flow. Routledge.  

 

3. Miller, T. (2011). Cultural citizenship: Cosmopolitanism, consumerism, and 

television in a neoliberal age - Intro. Temple University Press. 

 

Additional readings 

 

4. Shome. R. & Hegde, R. (2002). Culture, communication and the challenge of 

globalization. Critical Studies in Media Communication, 19 (2), 172-189. 

 

5. Jenkins, H., & Carpentier, N. (2013). Theorizing participatory intensities: A 

conversation about participation and politics. Convergence: The International 

Journal of Research into New Media Technologies. 

 

UNIT THREE 
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Week 8: Oct 23 – Global Activism & Social Movements  

 

Required readings 

 

1. Servaes, J. & Lie, R. (2003) Media, globalisation and culture: issues and trends, 

Communication: South African Journal for Communication Theory and Research, 

29:1-2, 7-23. 

 

2. Seo, H., Kim, J. Y., & Yang, S. U. (2009). Global activism and new media: A 

study of transnational NGOs’ online public relations. Public Relations Review, 

35(2), 123- 126.  

 

3. Stammers, N. & Eschle, C. (2005). Social movements and global activism. Global 

activism, global media. (Eds.) De Jong, W., Shaw, M., & Stammers, N. Pluto 

Press (UK).  

 

Additional readings 

 

4. Parigi, P., & Gong, R. (2014). From grassroots to digital ties: A case study of a 

political consumerism movement. Journal of Consumer Culture, 14(2), 236-253. 

 

5. Broome et al. (2007). Opening Communication Pathways in Protracted Conflict: 

From Tragedy to Dialogue in Cyprus. Communication activism, 3. 

 

Week 9: Oct 30 – Alternative Global Media from the Margins 

 

Required readings 

 

1. Wilson, P. & Stewart, M. (2008). Introduction: Indigeneity and indigenous media 

on the global stage [chapter 1: pp. 1-38]. Salazar, J. F., & Gauthier, J. Global 

Indigenous media: Cultures, Poetics, and Politics. P. Wilson, & M. Stewart (Eds.). 

Duke University Press.  

 

2. Block, L. D., & Buckingham, D. (2007). Speaking for themselves? Researching 

youth media production. [pp. 134-156]. Global children, global media: Migration, 

media and childhood. Palgrave Macmillan. 

 

3. Napoli, P. M., & Aslama, M. (Eds.). (2011). Mobile voices – chapter 9. 

Communications research in action: scholar-activist collaborations for a 

democratic public sphere. Fordham Univ Press. 

 

Additional readings 
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4. Ramasubramanian, S., & Kornfield, S. (2012). Japanese Anime Heroines as Role 

Models for US Youth: Wishful Identification, Parasocial Interaction, and 

Intercultural Entertainment Effects. Journal of International and Intercultural 

Communication, 5(3), 189-207. 

 

5. Soriano, C. R., & Sreekumar, T. T. (2012). Multiple transcripts as political 

strategy: social media and conflicting identities of the Moro liberation movement 

in the Philippines. Media, Culture & Society, 34(8), 1028-1039. 

 

Week 10: Nov 6  

Media Rise symposium 

 

Week 11: Nov 13  

Review, reflections, and assessment of symposium 

REACTION PAPER 3 IS DUE 

 

Week 12: Nov 20 

Work day and individual consultations  

 

Week 13: Nov 27 

Thanksgiving holiday  

 

Week 14: Dec 4:  

Wrap up/ final presentations   

FINAL PAPER DUE 

 

CLASS POLICIES 

 

Attendance and make-up policies: 

 

Your attendance is expected for each class.  Only university-excused absences are 

permitted.  If you have an excused absence, you can email your reaction paper to the 

instructor before the start of the class period in which you will be absent. If you have an 

excused absence for the day that you will be participating in a group presentation, it 

would be best to inform the instructor as soon as possible so that she can give you an 

opportunity to make-up for the presentation in a different week. Every unexcused 

absence will lead to lowering of your attendance and class participation grade. Please 

refer to Texas A&M Student Rule 7 which is available here, http://student-

rules.tamu.edu/rule7.htm. Proper documentation must be submitted in a timely manner.  

 

Falsification of documentation is a violation of the Honor Code. 

 

1) Participation in an activity that is required for a class and appears on the 

university authorized activity list at 

http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule7.htm
http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule7.htm
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 2) Death or major illness in a student's immediate family. 

 3) Illness of a dependent family member. 

4) Participation in legal proceedings or administrative procedures that require a 

student's presence. 

 5) Religious holy day. NOTE: Prior notification is NOT required. 

 6) Injury or illness that is too severe or contagious for the student to attend class. 

  a) Injury or illness of three or more class days: 

Student will provide a medical confirmation note from his or her medical 

provider within one week of the last date of the absence (see Student 

Rules 7.1.6.1) 

  b) Injury or illness of less than three class days: 

Student will provide one or both of these (at instructor’s discretion), 

within one week of the last date of the    absence: 

(i.)Texas A&M University Explanatory Statement for Absence 

from Class form available at http://attendance.tamu.edu or   

(ii.) Confirmation of visit to a health care professional affirming 

date and time of visit. 

 7) Required participation in military duties. 

8) Mandatory admission interviews for professional or graduate school that 

cannot be rescheduled. 

 

Other absences may be excused at the discretion of the instructor with prior notification 

and proper documentation. In cases where prior notification is not feasible (e.g., accident 

or emergency) the student must provide notification by the end of the second working 

day after the absence, including an explanation of why notice could not be sent prior to 

the class. 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy Statement:  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 

provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among 

other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a 

learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. 

If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the 

Department of Student Life, Services for Students with Disabilities, in B 118 Cain Hall or 

call 845-1637. For additional information, visit http://disability.tamu.edu. 

Academic Integrity Statement:  

 

An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those who do. 

 

http://attendance.tamu.edu/
http://disability.tamu.edu/
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Texas A&M University encourages academic integrity and strictly enforces policies 

against any form of scholastic dishonesty.  For more information, please review the 

Student Rules at http://student-rules.tamu.edu or the Honor Council Rules at 

http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor. Also see the following link: 

http://aggiehonor.tamu.edu.  

 

Special Note: Since this course involves working on real-world service learning projects, 

it is extremely important to adhere to the highest degree of academic integrity, 

engagement, empathetic listening, and the ethics of care as you will be representing the 

university and also academe in general. The same holds good for the media and social 

good symposium where we will be inviting community leaders and change-agents from 

various backgrounds. It is very important to honor their time and presence by giving 

them our full attention and hospitality as hosts. 

 

 

http://student-rules.tamu.edu/
http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor
http://aggiehonor.tamu.edu/

